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Two Organizations:
One Goal

Business Success!



• Demographics
• Expansion Assistance
• Finance
• Building Inventory
• Incentives

• Leadership Training
• Workforce
• Technology Transfer
• Existing Business 
Surveys



Demographics
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Kearney Population Estimate 1990‐2012

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Kearney’s population has 
grown from 2,332 in 
1990 to 8,846 in 2012 
(379%).
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Population by Age

Kearney

KC MSA

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Kearney’s population 
tends to be younger than 
the Kansas City metro 
area as a whole. One 
third of Kearney’s 
population is under age 
20.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Kearney’s median age is 
significantly lower than 
the County’s, Metro’s and 
nation’s.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Kearney’s population is 
not as racially diverse as 
the metro’s. 92% of the 
population is white non‐
Hispanic.



Demographics Households by Type
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Reflecting the younger 
population, nearly half of 
all Kearney households 
are families with children.



Economy
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Incomes tend to be 
higher in Kearney relative 
to the Kansas City metro. 
There are fewer 
households in Kearney at 
the income extremes 
(below $50,000 and 
above $150,000).



Economy
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Overall, Kearney’s 
median household 
income is significantly 
higher than the county’s, 
metro’s and nation’s.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Kearney’s level of 
educational attainment is 
slightly ahead of the 
Kansas City metro’s.
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Economic developers 
often look to the “young 
and educated” 
population (those aged 
25‐34 with at least a 
bachelor’s degree). 
Kearney compares 
favorably in this measure.



Economy
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2011 Employment 
Jobs Located in Kearney

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, LEHD

Educational services and 
accommodations/food 
services are the leading 
employing industries in 
Kearney.
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Employment Change by Industry 2002‐2011
Jobs Located in Kearney

Employment growth has 
been strongest in 
accommodations/food 
services, 
professional/scientific/
technical and educational 
services since 2002. 
However, Kearney has 
lost over 300 
manufacturing jobs over 
this period.



Economy

Employees
Employed in the Selection Area but Living Outside 2,158
Living and Employed in the Selection Area 467
Living in the Selection Area but Employed Outside 3,303

Commuting patterns 
show more workers 
(3,303) commute out of 
Kearney to work, than 
commute in (2,158). 467 
workers live and work in 
Kearney.

Commuting Patterns



Economy
Where Kearney Employees Live

Kearney employers are a 
regional draw, attracting 
workers in from Excelsior 
Springs, Lawson, Holt and 
Liberty.



Economy
Where Kearney Residents Work

Kearney workers 
commute to job centers 
in Liberty, North Kansas 
City and Kansas City, Mo.



Economy
Kearney 3, 5 and 10 Mile Radii

The 3, 5 and 10 mile radii 
cover most of 
Northeastern Clay 
County. For analysis 
purposes, we are limiting 
the study area to Clay 
County.



Economy
Median Household Income by Tract

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

Household incomes in 
the area around Kearney 
tend to be upper‐middle 
income.



Economy

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 

The 10 mile radius area 
grows significantly as it 
captures Kansas City’s 
northern suburbs.
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50 percent of all 
households within a 10 
mile radius of Kearney 
have annual incomes of 
more than $75,000.



Economy Taxable Sales‐Pull Factor

Kearney Pull Factor =

Kearney Taxable Sales
Kearney Population
Clay County Taxable Sales
Clay County Population

Kearney Pull Factor =

$101,321,754
8,846
$3,114,996,446.09
227,577

=.84

Kearney’s overall pull 
factor is .84 indicating 
there is some retail 
leakage. A pull factor 
of 1 would indicate 
balance with the rest 
of the Clay County.

Source: Missouri Department of Revenue



Economy Selected Other Pull Factors.  1=Balanced

Kearney more than 
holds its own in 
hardware,  restaurants 
and grocery stores. 
But residents need to 
leave the city to shop 
for “big box store” 
items.

Source: Missouri Department of Revenue

Retail Industry Kearney Pull Factor
Hardware Stores 2.92 
Drug Stores and Proprietary Stores 1.90 
Grocery Stores 1.43 
Eating and Drinking Places 1.13 
Auto Repair Shops 1.09 
Misc. Equipment and Supplies 0.89 
Misc. Durable Goods 0.71 
Misc. Apparel and Accessories 0.54 
Lumber and other Building Material 0.40 
Furniture and Home Furnishings 0.14 



Housing
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Kearney tends to have 
proportionately more 
middle income 
housing units. It has 
fewer units at either 
the low or high end.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 



Housing
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Housing Units Owner/Renter Occupied 

Kearney housing units 
are slightly more likely 
to be owner occupied.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey 5‐Year 



Other Areas of 
Emphasis

• Certified Work Ready Community
• Northland CAPS
• Research Facility Task Force
• Angel Investor Network Development
• Legislative Research Team


